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Objectives: 
1. Identify health promotion research and practice characteristics of agenda-setting for policy 

driven change 
             
2. Discuss innovative Health Promotion Agenda-Setting (HPA-S) research and practice 

implications to eliminate health disparities e.g. chronic diseases, violence and intended 
injuries  

 
3.   Differentiate the various uses of expanded practice strategies to foster policy-driven 
       change to reduce chronic diseases and intended injuries 
 

Charles T. Kozel, Michael T. Hatcher, Anne P. Hubbell and Jennifer J. McElfresh 
 

ABSTRACT  
 

Agenda-Setting for Expanded Policy-Driven Change:  Research Directions for Leadership and 
Practice Development to Improve Population Health 

      
Background:  This research provides novel directions for addressing health disparities through 
the diffusion of policy-driven health promotion innovations. How public policy decision makers 
choose which issues are important has been the subject of much research.  Agenda-setting 
theorists postulate that mass media do not determine what people think but influence what 
they talk about. Agenda-setting offers explanation of how issues move from relative 
unimportance to the forefront of action among the media, public, and policymakers. Methods:  
A bi-national interdisciplinary research team examined agenda-setting processes and how the 
health agenda in the Paso del Norte region is determined. The research helped in identifying 
deficiencies in the border area’s public health systems, infrastructure, and channels for working 
toward the bi-national objectives in the Healthy Border 2010 initiative. Structured face-to-face 
interviews were conducted among sometimes “hidden” population of border region agenda-
setters from Las Cruces, NM, El Paso, TX and Cuidad Juarez, Mexico. Each participant 
represented media, public, or policy affiliation. Results:  Deficiencies were specified in the 
border public health systems, infrastructure and channels for working toward the bi-national 
objectives in the Healthy Border 2010 initiative. Strategies were found including developing a 
shared vision, alternative solutions, pre-decision systems, and strategic collaborative 
partnerships for increasing media “salience” for “sustained’ action. Conclusions:  Leadership and 
practice implications were identified between all 3 cities for innovative Health Promotion 
Agenda-setting.  Findings indicate Health Promotion Agenda-Setting (HPA-S) is a subset of 
agenda-setting research, which provides leaders and practitioners with a framework, and 
strategic direction to set agendas for sustained courses of action to improve population health.  
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