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Overview	  
•  Introduc4on	  
•  what	  is	  Service	  Learning	  (SL)?	  
•  tradi4onal	  models	  and	  challenges	  of	  dental	  curricula	  

•  benefits	  of	  SL	  in	  pre-‐clinical	  years	  
•  Program	  overview	  
•  tEEEth	  talk	  establishment	  
•  lessons	  learned	  

•  Discussion	  
•  sustaining	  student-‐led	  ini4a4ves	  
•  hidden	  curriculum	  



Service	  Learning	  

Service-‐learning	  at	  VCU	  is	  a	  course-‐based,	  credit-‐
bearing	  educa,onal	  experience	  in	  which	  students	  
par4cipate	  in	  an	  organized	  service	  ac,vity	  that	  
meets	  community-‐iden,fied	  needs.	  Students	  
reflect	  on	  the	  service	  ac4vity	  to	  increase	  
understanding	  and	  applica,on	  of	  course	  content	  
and	  to	  enhance	  a	  sense	  of	  civic	  responsibility.1	  



Dental	  curricula	  
Y3-‐4:	  Clinical	  

internal/external	  
rota4ons	  

Y1-‐2:	  Pre-‐Clinical	  
didac4c/simula4on	  

coursework	  

Ethics/Professionalism,	  Prac4ce	  Management	  



Benefits	  of	  SL	  

“Students	  par4cipa4ng	  in	  SL	  programs	  demonstrated	  
significant	  gains	  in	  five	  outcome	  areas:	  a]tudes	  
toward	  self,	  a]tudes	  toward	  school	  and	  learning,	  civic	  
engagement,	  social	  skills,	  and	  academic	  performance.”3	  
	  (62	  studies,	  11,837	  students)	  

“Although	  SL	  students	  and	  non-‐SL	  students	  had	  similar	  
pre-‐college	  academic	  characteris4cs,	  SL	  students	  were	  
more	  successful	  while	  enrolled	  in	  college.	  They	  earned	  
more	  credits,	  had	  a	  higher	  average	  college	  GPA,	  and	  
they	  graduated	  at	  a	  significantly	  higher	  rate	  than	  did	  
non-‐SL	  students.”4	  



Launching	  the	  Ini4a4ve	  
•  A	  consulta4on	  agreement	  was	  formed	  
between	  the	  Richmond	  City	  Council	  of	  the	  
Parent	  Teacher	  Associa4on	  and	  VCU	  DDS	  Class	  
of	  2016.	  



Workshop	  Se]ngs	  

• Elementary	  school-‐wide	  assembly	  in	  a	  disadvantaged	  
region	  of	  Richmond	  

• Drama	  for	  caries	  progression,	  oral	  hygiene	  instruc4ons,	  
nutri4onal	  counseling,	  common	  dental	  procedures	  (sealants,	  
prophy,	  restora4ons)	  
•  Donated	  oral	  hygiene	  supplies	  
•  List	  of	  local	  safety	  net	  providers	  sent	  home	  to	  parents	  



Workshop	  Se]ngs	  

•  Evening	  session	  at	  local	  Recrea4onal	  Center	  
•  Educate,	  Equip,	  Engage	  series	  
•  Emphasis	  on	  oral-‐systemic	  health	  connec4ons	  (diabetes,	  
heart	  health)	  



Workshop	  Se]ngs	  

•  In	  collabora4on	  with	  the	  Occupa4onal	  
Therapy	  and	  Gerontology	  programs	  at	  VCU,	  an	  
in-‐service/workshop	  was	  held	  for	  residents	  of	  
an	  assisted	  living	  facility	  



Workshop	  Se]ngs	  

•  Exhibi4on	  at	  elementary	  school’s	  first	  annual	  
health	  fair	  in	  collabora4on	  with	  community	  
healthcare	  and	  health	  promo4on	  organiza4ons	  



Lessons	  Learned	  

•  Health	  Literacy	  
•  oral	  health	  knowledge	  (disease	  and	  hygiene)	  

•  presen4ng	  didac4c	  content	  in	  accessible	  form	  

•  Access	  
•  financial	  barriers,	  ignorance	  of	  resources	  

•  empathy	  and	  social	  responsibility	  prompted	  

•  Interconnectedness	  of	  Social	  Determinants	  of	  
Health	  
•  mul4disciplinary	  approach	  is	  necessary	  to	  befer	  
understand	  and	  meet	  needs	  



Benefits	  

•  Meaning	  and	  purpose	  gained	  for	  preclinical	  
coursework	  by	  applying	  didac4c/simula4on	  
experiences	  to	  meet	  the	  need	  of	  a	  community	  
partner	  

•  Effec4ve	  pa4ent	  communica4on	  developed	  
and	  prac4ced	  

•  Camaraderie	  with	  classmates	  

•  Principles	  of	  ethics/professionalism	  examined	  



Sustaining	  SL	  Ini4a4ves	  

•  Accredita4on	  Standards	  
•  SL	  throughout	  curriculum	  

•  extra-‐curricular	  !	  co-‐curricular	  

•  Hidden	  Curriculum	  
•  support	  for	  student	  ini4a4ves	  

•  aaPHD	  chapter	  has	  adopted	  
tEEEth	  talk	  for	  sustainability	  
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Thank	  You!	  

“I	  hate	  to	  be	  taught,	  but	  I	  love	  to	  learn”	  

-‐Winston	  Churchill	  

Lyubov	  Slashcheva	  

slashchevald@vcu.edu	  


