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An Analysis of a Campaign to Incorporate
Fal‘mWOI’keI‘ RightS intO the Alternative FOOd Movement “If you care about sustainability — the capacity to endure — it's time to expand our

definition to include workers. You can't call food sustainable when it's
produced by people whose capacity to endure is challenged by poverty-level wages.”
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In recent years, however, farmworkers’ suffering has received
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» Pushback from farmers and industry representatives

* Legislators’ apathy or xenophobia — non-US citizens are

not part of their constituency, and many constituents
» would be hostile towards a measure that improves
conditions for undocumented workers

attention from influential figures in the alternative food
movement, including Mark Bittman and Michael Pollan.

Alternative Food Movement &

Food Justice:

“While the popular alternative food movement is diverse and
has many goals and projects, in general its predominant
concerns relate to local and organic food, sustainable farming,
iIndustrial food production, obesity, and agricultural policy.
Food justice similarly addresses these topics, however, In
contrast to the popular alternative food movement, it explicitly
iIncorporates analyses and concerns relating to inequalities
within and produced by the food system.”

« “Downstate” votes needed from Senators:

* Felder (D) « Golden (R)
« Savino (D) < Comrie (D)

L
* Organizing farmworkers:
» Restricted geographic mobility
w « Seasonal nature of work makes organizing difficult

» Fear of getting fired/deported
* Many have already made great sacrifices

* Divisions within the movement - whether to concede the
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 Coalition building across sectors offers a promising strategy for building a broad-based

food justice movement that supports farmworkers in addition to local, sustainable,
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