MONDOWEISS

The War of Ideas in the Middle East

One state in historic Palestine, but — what kind of state?
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Another conference devoted to One Just State in historic Palestine is about to convene in
Dallas in March, 2015. The backdrop is a resurgence of futile individual acts of violence
in the last few months by Palestinians enraged by racism, deprivation and occupation. In
a search for a viable strategy for resistance and change, small groups of Palestinians,
along with a few Israeli and international allies, have held a series of such conferences
since 2007.

The one state rationale comes from the clear unwillingness of the Israeli government to
pursue any policy except continued expropriation of Palestinian land and an apartheid
policy, while obfuscating its aims by claiming to seek a two state solution. The outlook is
to build international consciousness through BDS and other means, but also to enlist the
support of world governments. At a recent such conference the author attended in
Ramallah in September, 2014, the BDS movement and an international petition were
proposed by one speaker, with the other emphasizing a need for popular struggle uniting

Arabs and Jews, such as mass attacks on the separation wall.



What is absent from much of the discussion of one state is how this just state is to be
structured economically and politically. South Africa is seen as a model to emulate
because ANC members were able to take political control in a non-violent manner, and
the international anti-apartheid boycott is given much of the credit. However, there was a
long history of mass, violent struggle, and more to come, that gave the ANC its major
clout. Moreover, the ANC declined to make any economic demands as it accepted a
victory in terms of civil rights, which allowed the white corporate elite to maintain its
pre-eminence and profits and largely explains the non-violent nature of the transfer of
“power”. Today, the black population still largely lives in dire poverty in a segregated

society despite the end of apartheid laws.

The world is full of single states that call themselves just and democratic, but even in
wealthy ones like the US, racism and inequality are rampant. The populace can vote
every four years, but the choice is between candidates who support the profit-driven
system that requires inequality to maintain itself. The wage differential between black
and white workers in the US is equal to one third of corporate profits, a difference the
system could not afford to do away with. Electoral candidates only differ in their tactics
over how to run this same system. As the fate of Salvador Allende has illustrated, elected
as a socialist but murdered in a CIA backed coup, fundamental change cannot be voted in

and maintained if not backed by an armed movement.

Despite being occupied, Palestine is by law a free market economy. This means that a
small group owns the means of production, to use a Marxist term, and others are to be
employees or independent farmers, service workers or professionals. As in all free market
societies, the owners of industry are also closely tied to the political elite. Palestine ranks
second to last in the world in the ratio of management to unskilled labor incomes. [1]
Senior government agents earn 24 times more than lower paid workers, and
unemployment is about 25%. [2] Even in devastated Gaza, up to 1000 have become
millionaires through control of the tunnel trade. [3] Although the individual GDP in the
West Bank rose by 35% under PA Prime Minister Fayyad from 2007-2010,

unemployment and poverty remained the same. [4]

Israel, although far richer, has the same economic structure, a capitalist one. Although
super-exploitation is reserved for the Palestinian Israeli citizens and immigrant workers

from Africa and elsewhere, there is also a Jewish underclass, made up disproportionately



of darker skinned Jews of Arab or African heritage. In Israel, the wealthy earn 14 times
more than the poor, a ratio lower only than the U.S., Mexico or Chile. [5] Income
inequality is growing faster than in other developed countries, and inequality by ethnicity

is especially severe. [6] The poverty rate in 2013 was 20.9%. [7]

Any movement which is going to enlist masses in the call for a single just state must
address the needs of the non-owning majority of Arabs and Jews on both sides of the
wall. There must be a demand for an egalitarian state, where production is owned and
operated by the majority based on their needs, which is very different from demanding
equal access to employment as put forth in the founding Munich Declaration of the One
State movement. Such a society cannot be attained by negotiations among the rich and
powerful, not the leaders of Israel, the Palestinian Authority, or any other nation in the
world today. Such groups never cede their economic, political and military hegemony
willingly. It is a goal that must be fought for with a militant mass movement that can
unite workers, students and professionals of all nationalities because it is in all of their

and only their interests.

At the moment there is little mass struggle in either Israel or the West Bank. Many Israeli
Jews have been won to such virulent anti-Arab racism that they are easily led to blame
their economic problems on those they occupy. Many Arabs are not anti-Semitic, only
anti-Zionist, but are discouraged by the corruption and malfeasance of their so-called

leaders, the defeat of prior uprisings, and the struggle to survive.

A multi-racial struggle for a non-profit-driven egalitarian society could inflame the
passions and militancy of all those from the “river to the sea”. There is no doubt that
mass anger exists. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis demonstrated for weeks in 2011 for
housing and better wages, a struggle limited by its failure to address the nature of power
in Israel or the role of the occupation. It is incontrovertible that the vast majority of
Palestinians are enraged at the oppression and deprivation under which they live — only
leadership and organization of struggle is lacking. At this time the need is to build rank-
and-file-led struggles on both sides of the wall, fights which expose the traitorous
misleaders on both sides and how nationalism can be used to build false loyalty to them.
Struggles must expose the pernicious nature of racism and build the leadership skills of
ordinary people. In the course of many such uprisings, the idea of non-racial non-

capitalist society can grow.



To build a multi-ethnic movement for an egalitarian society is a difficult but necessary
task. That movement would be a beacon for the world. It is also true that if any such
radical struggle occurred in isolation in Palestine, or anywhere else, it would be
mercilessly attacked. However, around the world, the disenfranchised are waking up once
again. Although the surge of struggle is always uneven, there will be allies around the

world for anti-racist, anti-exploitation movements wherever they take hold.
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