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If we do not learn from history, we
are doomed to
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Key Questions

e \WWhat does it take to move issues Into a
national priority and secure action?

 What has been attempted historically to
make oral health a national priority?
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Issue Identified by credible
scientific or advocacy group
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Issue communicated to wider audience and info
generated through scientific and lay press

, 7 ' _- | Health Promotin and |
ise Prevention Objectives
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Issue makes its way onto the policy
agenda of at least one major organization
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Issue used as bridging strategy to
other organizations

Oral Health in America:
A Report of the
Surgeon General

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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No major organizational player
stands In opposition
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A true national stake that impacts security,
sensitivity, prosperity, economy, (e.d., sick kids)
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Powerful advocacy group or sustainable
advocacy coalition that will invest resources
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Outrage over “sympathetic
“acceptable” vulnerable groups
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Renewed Health Threat
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Policy makers move the issue to public
debate and propose remedies

B bk Wewn October 15, 2007

Dentists need to be involved in politics: Rep. Simpson

‘Everything that is done affects your ability to provide services to your patients’

BY JUDY JAKUSK

ur fa

remarha 1o the ADA House
U5, Rep. Mike

t1 o get involved in

ank made at the local,

el reverherate in dental

affies

“Ererything that is done.” said the diho
Republican and dentinr, “whether it is in Baise,
Idsho, or Washingron, D.C., affects your ability
W prowide gervices to your patients. You have to
become invelved in politic.”

He maid geenng o know legislatons was criti-
el "0 that when you call them in Washington,
they know whio they arc talking o

Rep, Simpsan chanked the House for the
appartunity w speik and a 1 denrist, “to work
an your behalf 1o improve oral health care of 4ll
Amenicams.” He ciied his work an bills impor-
want o dentinry, particularly wo focused on the
eatly pievention and wesiment of children: the
Chilldren's Dental Health Impravement Act of
30007, which he introduced with Rep, John Din-
3l (D:-Mich.), and the Essential Oral Health
Watw Acx of 2007, which be iniroduced with
Reg. Alber B, Wiyna (D.Md ),

The COHIA is designed imprave access
86 deital care for chibdren and ihe second bill
el mprwne eimbiunement raes to denris as
ol v sedifs for donated denual Acivices,
“h noted 'mnmhm; lang overdue,*
LA B afver . Simpronts apeech,

Rep. Simpson: "You are the best spokesmen for dentistry n the United States,” said the
Idaho Republican and dentist Oct. 1 to the House at ADA annual session in San Francisco.

Health Insurance Program reauthorization that
was passed in Seprember, The bill included
dental care coverae for children of the work-
ing; poor,

While telling delegates thar he will pledge
liis cantinued support for the bill; he predices
the House will sustaln the president’s veto, I
will vore 1o ovetride, but I'm only one of 435,
1t will b sustained, and then we will all have 1o

“It is vitally important
that you contact legisla-
tors that you know. Mem-
bers of Congress will listen
to you more than anyone
else because you are their
constituents.”

administration—ro work out a bill we can a
agree an.”

The goal now is to make sure that any rewrite ¢
ude CovErage for dent:

the bill continues to ine
care.

“I is virally important that you contact legy
lators that you know. You are the best spakes
men for dendistry in the United States, Mem
bers of Congress will listen to you more tha
anyone else because you are their constiruents.”

Rep. Simpson said more people in Washingrol
are aware of the need to include dental care i
this and other healch care bills. “We are in a bet
et position in Washingeon today than we hay
ever been. | look forward to warking with all o
you to make sure that in this criical time w
advance the oral health care of ull Americans.”

He urged House members to contact his
offiee. “IF 1 ean't tlk o you right then [when
you calll, 1 will get back to you, Because [ need
10 hear from you, we,”

The congressman also took g moment to
comment on how the ADA does iry jab.

“Let mie say @ few words abour staff ar ADA
and those in Washington snd chroughout che
country, in Chicago or other places, | fave told
my seaff many times thar a really good staff can
make 4 mediocre congressman |ook vety good.
The stafl you have at the ADA are some of the
most erusted and respected people in Washing:

wn and Capitol Hill, They eprsient you in 4

be
120 S o f the profsion v

Big topic: Delegates break out into roundtable discussions Sept. 28 in San Francisco during

the House mega topic discussion on universal health care.

Delegates think universal
health care is a possibility
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What Has Been Attempted in Making Oral
Health a National Priority

 Dental disease is a universal scourge - everyone at risk

e Tooth problems are responsible for general body
dysfunctions and can be life threatening— Greeks &
Egyptians thousands of years ago; dental scientists now

 Dental disease is costly
 Dental disease Is preventable
 Dental disease is treatable

« Dental caries is declining and confined to a small
percentage of the population (thus, manageable!)

« Dental care can provide any smile you can afford
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What Has Been Attempted Cont....

Dental disease is a hidden epidemic affecting all groups,
especially vulnerable

Current non-system of care leaves millions at risk

Much can be solved through local initiatives and public
dental education

“Innocent” children are dying from lack of routine dental
care

National legislation needed to assure essential dental
care for vulnerable children

None of these arguments, individually or
collectively, have been enough to push oral
health above the critical policy threshold!
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Agent, Host. Environment
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